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In 1965, the Laborers’ Union officially 

changed its name to the Laborers’ 
International Union of North America 
to show a growing diversification from 
construction into health care, food 
service, shipbuilding, mail handling, as 
well as local, State and government 
service. 

While the name of the union has 
changed, the spirit and dedication of 
those laborers 100 years ago has neither 
changed nor diminished, but instead 
has grown into a mighty work force for 
a better America. I wish the hard-
working men and women a very much 
deserved happy 100th birthday, and I 
encourage them to keep up their im-
pressive work well into the future. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, continuing under my res-
ervation, I want to join the gentleman 
in supporting this resolution congratu-
lating the Laborers’ International 
Union for the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of this union. 

Our resolution cites the grand his-
tory of this union from its beginning, 
when Samuel Gompers, the first presi-
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor, challenged laborers across the 
country to coordinate their activities 
into one cohesive unit; and in response, 
25 delegates from over 17 cities, rep-
resenting 8,000 laborers, met in Wash-
ington, D.C., on April 13 in 1903. 

From that date to this date, again 
the laborers meet in this city under the 
leadership of Mr. Terry O’Sullivan, 
their current president, to deal with 
the issues confronted by this union. 

This is a union, if we look across the 
American landscape, that has simply 
built America. The laborers were there 
first on most construction projects, be 
they public or private projects. It is a 
grand union that has undergone many 
reiterations in the past and rep-
resented many different kinds of work-
ers, but most of us know today it is the 
hard-working members of the Laborers’ 
International Union; and I want to ex-
tend my congratulations. And I also 
want to recognize the work of their di-
rector of legislative affairs, Don 
Kaniewski, who does such outstanding 
work on Capitol Hill on behalf of the 
Laborers’ Union.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows:

H. RES. 186

Whereas Samuel Gompers, the first presi-
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
challenged laborers across the country to co-
ordinate their activities into one cohesive 
unit, and in response 25 delegates from 17 cit-
ies—representing more than 8,000 laborers—
met in Washington, D.C. on April 13, 1903; 

Whereas after four days of meetings these 
representatives formed the ‘‘International 
Hod Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ Union 
of America’’ (Laborers’ Union); 

Whereas the Laborers’ Union was started 
and built by immigrants and minorities, and 

today immigrants and minorities continue 
to be the fastest growing segment of the 
Union’s membership; 

Whereas, in 1920, the Laborers’ Union 
backed efforts by African-Americans to win 
equal treatment in other United States labor 
unions; 

Whereas by the late 1920s a boom in con-
struction caused the Laborers’ Union mem-
bership rolls to approach 100,000, and during 
this period the merger and addition of three 
other unions—the International Compressed 
Air and Foundation Workers Union; the Tun-
nel and Subway Constructors International 
Union; and the International Union of Pav-
ers, Rammermen, Flag Layers, Bridge and 
Curb Setters and Sheet Asphalt Pavers—fur-
ther added to the Laborers’ Union’s size; 

Whereas the members of the Laborers’ 
Union provided crucial support to the Na-
tional defense effort during World War II, 
and during the post-World War II industrial 
boom the Laborers’ Union began organizing 
nonconstruction workers in the labor force; 

Whereas, in 1950, the Laborers’ Union built 
their own training center in Kansas City, 
opening an era of high-quality training to 
help workers advance in their jobs and ca-
reers by providing more opportunities for 
them and their families; 

Whereas, in 1955, the Laborers’ Union af-
filiated itself with the AFL–CIO Industrial 
Union Department in order to effectively 
represent the 60,000 laborers working under 
the jurisdiction of the Industrial Union De-
partment; 

Whereas, in 1965, the Laborers’ Union offi-
cially changed its name to the ‘‘Laborers’ 
International Union of North America’’ 
(LIUNA) to better reflect the continual ex-
pansion of the union beyond the construc-
tion field; 

Whereas, during the 1960s, LIUNA success-
fully organized municipal, State, and univer-
sity employees, and in 1968 added the 20,000 
Mail Handlers Union to their ranks; 

Whereas, in 1970, intensive lobbying by 
LIUNA and other unions resulted in the cre-
ation of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration; 

Whereas more than 3,000 LIUNA members 
worked round-the-clock to clean up the site 
of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
on New York City, completing the clean-up 
three months ahead of schedule and under 
budget; 

Whereas LIUNA currently consists of ap-
proximately 800,000 members in more than 
650 locals; 

Whereas LIUNA has long played a vital 
role in building the United States by con-
structing highways, bridges, tunnels, sub-
ways, dams, power plants, factories, office 
buildings, schools, churches, hospitals, and 
apartment buildings and houses; 

Whereas LIUNA members work in a vari-
ety of fields such as local, State, and Federal 
government service, health care, mail han-
dling, custodial services, shipbuilding, food 
service, and hazardous waste removal; 

Whereas LIUNA is one of the most innova-
tive unions in the labor movement, with 69 
state-of-the-art training centers across 
North America, and is among the most suc-
cessful unions at organizing within the labor 
movement; 

Whereas LIUNA is an extraordinary union 
whose leadership works hard to protect its 
members’ health and safety, to provide la-
borers a strong voice in the workplace and 
extensive skill training designed to empower 
members to reach their full potential, and 
perhaps most important, to ensure the dig-
nity, respect, and security of laborers in the 
workplace; and 

Whereas LIUNA’s efforts are deserving of 
our attention and admiration: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Laborers’ International 
Union of North America and acknowledges 
the tremendous contributions LIUNA has 
made to the structural development and 
building of the United States and to the 
well-being of countless laborers; 

(2) congratulates the members and officers 
of the Laborers’ International Union of 
North America for LIUNA’s many achieve-
ments and the strength of its membership; 
and 

(3) looks forward to the continuation of 
LIUNA’s efforts and believes that LIUNA 
will have an even greater impact in the 21st 
century and beyond, enhancing the standard 
of the living and work environments for fu-
ture laborers.

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 186. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection.
f 

b 1945 

CONGRATULATING SYRACUSE UNI-
VERSITY MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM FOR WINNING 2003 NCAA 
DIVISION I MEN’S BASKETBALL 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 142) congratulating the Syra-
cuse University men’s basketball team 
for winning the 2003 NCAA Division I 
men’s basketball national champion-
ship, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 142

Whereas on Monday, April 7, 2003, the Syr-
acuse University Orangemen men’s basket-
ball team won its first Division I national 
basketball championship; 

Whereas Syracuse University won the 
championship game by defeating the Univer-
sity of Kansas Jayhawks 81–78; 

Whereas the Syracuse University team was 
led by freshman Carmelo Anthony, who was 
voted the Most Outstanding Player of the 
Final Four, and received outstanding effort 
and support from Gerry McNamara, Billy 
Edelin, Kueth Duany, Hakim Warrick, Craig 
Forth, Jeremy McNeil, and Josh Pace; 

Whereas the roster of the Syracuse Univer-
sity team also included Tyrone Albright, 
Josh Brooks, Xzavier Gaines, Matt Gorman, 
Gary Hall, Ronneil Herron, and Andrew 
Kouwe; 
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Whereas Head Coach Jim Boeheim has 

coached at Syracuse University for 27 years 
and been involved with the Syracuse Univer-
sity men’s basketball team for more than 
half his life; 

Whereas Coach Boeheim had previously 
coached in two national championship 
games, including a heartbreaking loss in 
1987; 

Whereas Coach Boeheim and his coaching 
staff, including Associate Head Coach Bernie 
Fine and Assistant Head Coaches Mike Hop-
kins and Troy Weaver, deserve much credit 
for the outstanding determination and ac-
complishments of their young team; and 

Whereas the students, alumni, faculty, and 
supporters of Syracuse University are to be 
congratulated for their commitment and 
pride in their national champion men’s bas-
ketball team : Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) congratulates the Syracuse University 
men’s basketball team for winning the 2003 
NCAA Division I men’s basketball national 
championship; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of all the 
team’s players, coaches, and support staff 
and invites them to the United States Cap-
itol Building to be honored; 

(3) requests that the President recognize 
the achievements of the Syracuse University 
men’s basketball team and invite them to 
the White House for an appropriate cere-
mony honoring a national championship 
team; and 

(4) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to make available enrolled cop-
ies of this resolution to Syracuse University 
for appropriate display and to transmit an 
enrolled copy of this resolution to each 
coach and member of the 2003 NCAA Division 
I men’s basketball national championship 
team.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WALSH) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Brooklyn, New York (Mr. TOWNS); 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Syracuse University’s Orangemen. 
Monday night, our university laid 
claim to the school’s first Division I 
men’s basketball national champion-
ship after defeating the University of 
Kansas 81 to 78 in a heck of a game. In 
addition to the players and coaching 
staff, many deserve recognition, in-
cluding school administrators, faculty, 
staff, alumni, students, and one of the 
most loyal fan bases in collegiate ath-
letics. 

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, Syra-
cuse has been to the Final Four before. 
Monday night’s championship game 
proved for Head Coach Jim Boeheim 
that the third time is the charm as his 
team came full circle to defeat the na-
tional powerhouse of Kansas in the 
Louisiana Superdome, avenging a 
heartbreaking loss in 1987 to Indiana in 
the same facility. Preparing for a 
championship match-up against a sen-
ior-led Kansas team is not easy, and 
Coach Boeheim deserves much of the 
credit for his young team’s outstanding 
determination and accomplishment. 
His team got back on defense and 
slowed down the Jayhawks’ ferocious 
fast break. 

Knowing Coach Boeheim personally, 
as I do, I would like to congratulate 
him sincerely today from the House 
floor. He is Syracuse basketball. 
Coaching his alma mater for 27 years, 
and being part of Syracuse basketball 
for more than half of his life, this 
championship is deserved not only for 
all of Syracuse’s supporters and com-
munity but certainly for the coach 
himself. Also deserving praise this 
afternoon is Assistant Coach Bernie 
Fine, who has been with Jim Boeheim 
for many, many years and the rest of 
the fine Syracuse coaching staff. 

Syracuse’s championship team was 
led by Final Four Most Outstanding 
Player, Freshman Carmelo Anthony, 
and with outstanding support from 
Gerry McNamara; another freshman, 
Bill Edelin; Kueth Duany, a senior; 
Hakim Warrick, a sophomore; Craig 
Forth, a sophomore; Jeremy McNeil 
and Josh Pace. This young team dem-
onstrated poise, presence, and pride in 
their performance throughout the tour-
nament and all season long. 

This was really a fine year for this 
team, a very interesting team with 
great team chemistry. The first game 
of the year they lost to Memphis in the 
NIT preseason tournament. It was the 
only loss they had in the first 2 months 
of the season. It was a young team that 
jelled very, very quickly, led by Fresh-
man Gerry McNamara, Carmelo An-
thony, who many believe is perhaps the 
best basketball player in the country, 
certainly the best freshman. But it was 
the chemistry of the team that was 
really outstanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to single 
out a couple of the individuals who did 
not get a lot of credit during the year, 
but I think they deserve it. One is Bill 
Edelin, who is a young man who came 
to Syracuse University, made a mis-
take, and instead of getting negative 
and sour, he took his medicine. He was 
suspended from the team. And when he 
finally did come back, he missed the 
first 12 games of the year, but he con-
tributed immediately when he came 
back. He stayed positive, he stayed fo-
cused, and he did a remarkable job. 

The other is Josh Pace, a young play-
er, a greatly talented player who did 
not get a lot of playing time, but he 
stayed positive, he stayed focused, he 
practiced hard, played his role; and 
when tournament time came, he lit it 
up. He played great basketball. 

This team won all the tough road 
games this year. They beat Michigan 
State at Michigan State, which is pret-
ty tough to do. That was an elite 18. 
They beat Notre Dame at Notre Dame, 
a Sweet 16 team. And they beat 
Georgetown at Georgetown, and they 
were an NIT finalist. In fact, the only 
team to beat Syracuse in the last 2 
months of the year was Connecticut, 
another Sweet 16 team. Very, very 
solid team. 

This was an interesting tournament, 
in that for Syracuse they had to play 
all of the great teams out of the Big 12 
out west, arguably the best conference 

in the Nation this year. During the reg-
ular season, Syracuse played Missouri 
at Syracuse and defeated them. A very 
good Missouri team, a well-coached 
team, talented team. In the tour-
nament, in the second game, they 
played Oklahoma State, one of the top 
teams in the Nation, certainly one of 
the top teams in the Big 12, and de-
feated them rather easily. The last 
three games of the tournament they 
beat three of the best five teams in the 
Nation and the three top teams in the 
Big 12, Oklahoma, Texas, and finally 
Kansas. 

This was a remarkable run through 
the tournament. They made us proud. 
Everybody in our community is ex-
cited. It is a small community. Syra-
cuse is a city of about 150,000 people. It 
is sort of like Green Bay winning the 
Super Bowl. We have long winters, we 
have hardy souls who brave those cold 
days to go out, we have great fans, and 
we have very spirited and talented ath-
letes. We are very proud of them. This 
is a great accomplishment for them 
and a great accomplishment for our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I 
also rise to honor the Syracuse Orange-
men on winning the first-ever NCAA 
men’s basketball championship title. 

I had Syracuse in the championship 
bracket, and I am proud to say that I 
was on board on the bus before they 
left Syracuse. I felt that they would be 
able to do it. I did not wait until they 
got to Bourbon Street. I felt they 
would be able to do it. 

I must admit that in 1996, I think it 
was, they were in the Meadowlands and 
they were playing Kentucky, and of 
course we thought that Syracuse would 
be able to be successful that night. 
Kentucky ended up winning, and Syra-
cuse ended up finishing second. But 
Coach Boeheim did not give up. He 
stayed with it. He continued to recruit 
and bring in great athletes; and, Mr. 
Speaker, I applaud the efforts of these 
young men and coaches and wish them 
much success. 

As I think about the Syracuse team, 
I am reminded of a team that Coach 
Cal Irvin coached, because he reminds 
me so much of Coach Boeheim in terms 
of his commitment and dedication to 
his athletes and to winning. Of course, 
he had some great players. As Syracuse 
had Carmelo Anthony, Cal Irvin had Al 
Attles. And of course when I look at 
the character and the attitude of the 
players, I think about Carmelo An-
thony and also the attitude of Al 
Attles. 

And then I look at the other players 
on the team that Cal Irvin had during 
those days: a guy by the name of Herb 
Gray, another guy by the name of Joe 
Howell, Hank Marshall, Charlie Har-
rison, Hugh Evans, Gerry Powell, and 
the list goes on. And then I look at the 
Syracuse roster and I look at each 
player and I can sort of compare them 
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with those players that Cal Irvin had 
back in those days, and they were out-
standing players. 

Let me just say that I think that 
Syracuse can be extremely proud of 
their accomplishments. I know that 
Coach Boeheim is proud. I met him 
many, many years ago. I was intro-
duced to him by a gentleman by the 
name of Al Wooten, who was a football 
player at Syracuse. He introduced me 
to Coach Boeheim and said that Coach 
Boeheim was a person that had a win-
ning spirit and of course had a winning 
attitude. And of course after 27 years 
he has demonstrated that. Because 
most people would not wait around for 
27 years, but he did, and I think that he 
needs to be applauded for that. Today, 
with the competition being what it is, 
it is not easy to win a national cham-
pionship. But winning a national cham-
pionship with quality players, with 
people that have character, I think 
that is the key. 

So I would say to Syracuse and to the 
basketball team, you were able to win 
on the basketball court, now all you 
have to do is win in the classroom. And 
I am certain that as a result of that, 
you will do well in life. 

I know someone mentioned earlier, 
my friend, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. WALSH), that Carmelo An-
thony was probably the best freshman 
in the country. I would like to say that 
he is the best basketball player in the 
country, bar none. There is no doubt in 
my mind. To watch him and to realize 
he is a freshman and being able to do 
the kinds of things he did, there is no 
doubt in my mind that he is the best 
basketball player in the NCAA today. 
There is no question about it. 

I think the thing I really like about 
him is his character. He is a man who 
really is going to go places because he 
has the right attitude. I think more 
young people need to have that kind of 
attitude today. If they had that kind of 
attitude, I think a lot more of them 
would be much more successful. So I 
salute Carmelo Anthony for dem-
onstrating to other young people in the 
world that you can have the proper at-
titude and still be good at what you do. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. BOEH-
LERT), my next-door neighbor from 
Utica and a Syracuse University grad-
uate. 

(Mr. BOEHLERT asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

Who would have thunk it? The Syra-
cuse Orangemen, not even rated in all 
the preseason polls, are national cham-
pions. And they provided a thrill a 
minute as they made the journey from 
being out of sight and out of mind to 
number one. 

Ever since its first season, the Syra-
cuse University’s men’s basketball 

team has been winners. In its inaugural 
season, Syracuse held opponents to a 
combined 51 total points and went on 
to a winning record. That inaugural 
year was 1900, and the record was two 
wins and one loss; 103 years and 1,462 
wins later, the Syracuse basketball 
team has reached the promised land: 
NCAA national champs. 

Head Coach Jim Boeheim has 653 of 
those wins over 27 seasons. That kind 
of record and longevity says something 
about this superior coach and decent 
human being. He is a winner; no one 
can dispute that. As Casey Stengel 
would say, ‘‘You can look it up.’’ But 
most of all he is a teacher, a man with 
a proven ability to transform raw tal-
ent into skilled practitioners of the 
game. He does it with his measured and 
methodical and patient and persistent 
approach. Yes, he is a winner, but that 
is a team endeavor. More than that, he 
is an inspired and inspiring teacher. 
And we all know that is a solo act. And 
that is what produces champions. 

Further, he is the embodiment of an 
upstate New Yorker. He has remained 
loyal to his school and loyal to his 
community. For 27 years, he and Syra-
cuse have been synonymous. That loy-
alty and longevity, combined with hard 
work, have paid off big time, not just 
for Jim Boeheim and not just for Syra-
cuse University, but for all who love 
the game and watch with admiration 
and respect when the underrecognized 
and underappreciated come out on top. 
They got to that lofty position the old-
fashioned way: they earned it. 

Congratulations, Coach Boeheim and 
Syracuse University. Pardon our pride, 
but so many of us are bleeding Syra-
cuse orange; and we are all, in the 
phrasing of that colorful commentator 
Dick Vitale, ’cuse crazy.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. HINCHEY), who is a great 
Syracuse fan and his district goes al-
most to Syracuse, New York. 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. TOWNS), for yielding me this 
time; and I also want to express my ap-
preciation to my good friend and col-
league, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. WALSH), for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor this evening so that 
we can have an opportunity to con-
gratulate this wonderful basketball 
team. 

We all recognize and admire the very 
justified pride that our colleague, the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
WALSH), feels in this basketball team 
from the university that bears the 
name of his hometown. But all of us in 
New York share in that pride as well. 
Syracuse University is not a very large 
school, by some of the national stand-
ards; but it is a university in which we 
all share a great deal of pride.

b 2000 

It is a university that is known for 
its academic achievements and for its 
athletic prowess, and that athletic 

prowess was demonstrated earlier this 
week, as anyone who knows basketball 
and loves the game of basketball recog-
nized as being one of the best basket-
ball games that any of us have ever 
seen. It was played by two teams, each 
of which had great talent, and they 
played with all their heart, each one 
wanting to win. 

But it was the mighty Men of Orange 
from Syracuse University who emerged 
the victor, and tonight we share in 
their achievement and in their pride 
and we take this opportunity, along 
with their Congressman, to offer our 
deep congratulations for this terrific 
effort. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. QUINN), a fine former basket-
ball player from Siena University. 

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
begin by not only commending the Or-
angemen of Syracuse on their terrific 
win this past week, but also to thank 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
WALSH) who is probably, beyond all 
people, more proud of his city of Syra-
cuse and the university for not only 
what they do on the athletic field, but 
also academically, than any other per-
son around. 

My district is probably as close to 
Syracuse as the district of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) in 
the Bronx, but that does not make us 
any less proud of what Syracuse ac-
complished on their basketball team 
when they beat Kansas Monday night. 
They played the entire tournament 
showing the youth and their opponents, 
as they played them, that the notion 
that seniors win championships is in-
correct. 

Led by super-freshmen Carmelo An-
thony, Jerry McNamara and others, 
they allowed Syracuse and Coach 
Boeheim, after 27 years, his shining 
moment as a national champion in the 
NCAA. 

I have had to listen in my office to 
two Syracuse grads, Mike Tetuan and 
Katy Carter, all year long about how 
often they are going to win; and I 
thought that this win by Syracuse 
would put all of that to rest, and I 
would not have to hear the compari-
sons of that other super-college power 
in Upstate New York, Siena College. 
However, on the opposite side, what 
this win has done is not quieted them 
down; that is all I hear from these two 
staffers now, that their young team 
will be back again and again. 

We hope that they are back because, 
down the road, we are hoping that this 
win and this kind of enthusiasm moves 
down the Thruway to Buffalo for our 
NFL Bills this coming season, and we 
can bring the NFL championship back 
to our great city. 

Syracuse, the Salt City, like Buffalo, 
which I represent, are sometimes 
known for two things: snow and snow. 
Some people ask, Why would young 
men and women go to Syracuse to play 
basketball? And as Steve Thompson, a 
former Syracuse basketball player 
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liked to say, ‘‘It never snows in the 
Carrier Dome.’’

For many years, I have said that 
Coach Boeheim is probably the best re-
cruiter in the United States to get 
great players to Syracuse, New York, 
inside that dome on a Saturday after-
noon, where I have been many times, 
sometimes with the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. WALSH), where Coach 
Boeheim has 30,000 people on a Satur-
day and takes down those Big East op-
ponents, people outside the conference, 
and comes home a winner. 

The answer why people would want 
to go to Syracuse to play basketball is 
more simple than ever now, because 
Syracuse is the 2003 National Cham-
pion, headed by the longest-tenured 
coach in the NCAA, Jim Boeheim, and 
supported by alumni and fans every-
where, including Buffalo and western 
New York. We believe what Jim be-
lieves in, that Syracuse is where bas-
ketball ended this year, and it is where 
it will start next year. 

I am proud to add the voice of all of 
our friends and neighbors in western 
New York to the voice of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WALSH) as 
a proud New Yorker, and say congratu-
lations to the team, the staff and uni-
versity, and most importantly, to 
Coach Boeheim for a job well done.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me say that basi-
cally a lot of my friends in particular 
thought that Syracuse was going to 
lose. After watching Kansas destroy 
Marquette, they felt if Kansas could 
destroy Marquette that way, Syracuse 
has no chance. But they did not realize 
that Coach Boeheim was able to make 
adjustments and basically shut down 
the fast break for the first half because 
of the fact that he was able to get 
back, and he stressed it with his team. 
So as a result of making adjustments, 
he proved one thing, that he is one of 
the greatest coaches in the country 
today. 

I think that any time a coach can 
make those kinds of adjustments and 
shut down a fast break like Kansas 
had, that shows that they know what 
they are doing. 

I would like to salute Coach Boeheim 
for his outstanding leadership and the 
fact that he was able to make the ad-
justment and show that coaching is 
very, very important. I want to salute 
him for that, and also to say to him, in 
terms of his players, it is always good 
if you have players that will respect 
you and will follow your lead, as his 
players did. It was very obvious that 
they listened to him and made adjust-
ments, and as a result, they were suc-
cessful. I would like to salute him for 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I reserve 
the right to close. 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 2 minutes. 

I really feel that the Syracuse team 
was an outstanding team, and it shows 
what can be done when you work real 
hard. 

I was just comparing Coach Boeheim 
with Coach Cal Irvin, who coached 
North Carolina A&T University for 
many, many years, how he always 
stressed working hard. When I look at 
the results of the Syracuse team and I 
look at the results of the North Caro-
lina A&T team from many, many years 
ago, I can see the similarities between 
the two teams, the coaches as well as 
the players. I think that today means 
more than anything else. 

Al Attles is one of the finest individ-
uals I have ever met, and they tell me, 
and from what I have seen and heard, 
that Carmelo Anthony is the same 
kind of individual. When I look at the 
outstanding players he had, going right 
down the roster, I think this is what it 
is all about today, having players that 
have character, having players that un-
derstand how important it is to follow 
rules and regulations. 

I am hoping that all of the young 
people in America were able to look at 
them and see in terms of the type of at-
titude that they demonstrated in this 
play that night as they won the cham-
pionship. They won it with pride. They 
were proud. They were not people who 
were always arguing with the referees 
and arguing with each other. I think 
when teams work together, it shows 
what they can accomplish. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
all of my colleagues from all across the 
State who came here this evening to 
enjoy this pleasurable event. It has 
been a little time to gloat perhaps, cer-
tainly enjoy and bask in the glow of 
victory. 

New York State from time to time 
has these upstate-downstate dif-
ferences. Clearly there is no difference 
here. We have Brooklyn and Hudson 
Valley and Buffalo and Utica, Syra-
cuse; all of the way across the State, 
people have been very supportive. The 
East Regional Tournament was in Al-
bany, and they turned Albany orange. 
It has been a great run for our school 
team. 

This is a championship season. It is 
something that not everyone gets to 
enjoy. 

I had a daughter who played on a 
State championship soccer team in 
high school, and there is a special feel-
ing that comes from that, not just for 
the players and the coaches, but for the 
community, for the people who 
watched them and suffered their losses 
and bit their fingernails and turned 
their knuckles white when they had 
close calls. This really unified our 
town. 

Syracuse has had this basketball tra-
dition for over 100 years, but we have 
never gotten to the national champion-
ship and won it. We have been there. 

We lost to Indiana back in 1987, a last-
second shot by Keith Smart. Every-
body in Syracuse knows where they 
were when Keith Smart made that 
shot. It was a defining moment. But to 
have this team go back to the Super-
dome and to see that last-second shot 
by the Kansas player, Lee, from the 
same spot that Keith Smart let that 
shot go from, it just shows there is jus-
tice in this world. 

The team chemistry was terrific. 
These young people did not know how 
good they were, but they found out. 
The country had no idea how good they 
were, but the country found out. Their 
egos did not get in the way. They 
played team basketball. The coach had 
them playing together beautifully, and 
everyone up home is enjoying it. 

I wanted to come before the House 
and take the privilege that I have to 
share that moment. My family is tied 
up inextricably with Syracuse. My fa-
ther was the mayor of Syracuse. He 
was a Member of Congress from Syra-
cuse. I am second generation. I am 
from Syracuse. 

Somebody said a long time ago that 
victory has a thousand fathers, loss is 
an orphan. There are thousands of fa-
thers and mothers and brothers and sis-
ters who are enjoying the heck out of 
this week. I hope they continue to 
enjoy it for a long time to come. We 
may never get a championship season 
again. We may get one next year, or in 
15 or 20 years. The fact is, we have one 
now; let us enjoy it and thank God for 
it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BURGESS). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the con-
current resolution. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Con. Res. 142. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 04:17 Apr 10, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00078 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09AP7.145 H09PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-22T13:13:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




